CHUTE PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE PARISH COUNCIL HELD AT THE VILLAGE HALL ON THURSDAY  16th FEBRUARY 2006.

Present:
David Brown : Chair.



Tim Harker



Becki Withers :Vice Chair


Eddie Quirk


Simon Falla




Jonny Sykes








David Clark : Parish Clerk


In attendance : Robert Hall WCC Cllr and Peter Veasey KDC Cllr. 
ITEM 1 :   




APOLOGIES :  None.

ITEM 2 :  DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST :  There were none.
ITEM 3 :   APPROVAL OF  PREVIOUS MINUTES
3.1
Approval of the Minutes of the meeting on 12th January 06 was proposed by Cllr Sykes, seconded by Cllr Withers, and agreed by all.

ITEM 4 :   MATTERS ARISING FROM PREVIOUS MINUTES
4.1
Width of Butts Hill/’Wildwinds’ track (Item 4.1)  The Clerk advised that the Land Registry could not confirm the track width but would provide some relevant information subject to payment of an admin fee. 
4.2
Verge protection Pilot Scheme (Item 5)  The Clerk advised that a submission, agreed by the Chair, had been sent to WCC and acknowledged on 23rd January:  A full response was awaited.
4.3
Village Design Statement (Item 13)   The Chair confirmed that the VDS Team had agreed to make the requested amendments.  Visibility of the final version c/w pictures in  e.Form was now awaited.
4.4
Input to Police Recruit Training (Item 14)  Cllr Harker had circulated a draft response recommending drawing on experience of recently retired Community Police man.  In the absence of any proposed changes, the Clerk was instructed to have this sent.  Action : Clerk
4.5
Community Awards (Item 17)  Action by Cllr Sykes had been delayed due to need to liaise with community members – wording to support agreed recommendations now available. Clerk to seek confirmation of inclusion by Community Area staff..

ITEM  5 :
CASUAL VACANCY
5.1
Confirmation of need to co-opt not yet received but anticipated.  The Chair asked all Members to seek qualified candidates as soon as possible and to keep himself and the Clerk advised. Action at next meeting if practicable. Action : All
ITEM  6 :
DATES OF COUNCIL MEETINGS 
6.1
The dates suggested in the Agenda were discussed. The Clerk noted that the May 2007 date might have to be altered according to Election arrangements but, with this proviso, acceptance was proposed by Cllr Harker, seconded by Cllr Sykes and agreed by all. The Clerk will arrange bookings of Village Hall.  Action : Clerk. 

Adjournment :  At the request of WCC Cllr Robert Hall, a 10 minute adjournment was made at this point to allow both he and KDC Cllr Peter Veasey to speak on the subject of the rate of Council Tax which was likely to be applied for 2006/07.
ITEM  7 :  DAMAGE TO PARISH PROPERTY
7.1
Council Notice Board.    All Members were aware of the damage which had been caused to the Council’s official board at the Village Hall and had agreed that Mr John Turner who had erected the board, should obtain an estimate of cost for re-instatement from Messrs Tuckers who had been the original manufacturer: details had been circulated (by 7th Feb) and the estimate was £112.00 (vat excl) to supply one (untreated) door and re-glaze both. The option of leaving the board open was considered but discarded since it would not be without cost and would not be secure for crucial documents.  The option of upgrading by substituting plastic was discarded since it would be £19.00 more expensive and the supplier’s advice was that any vandalism would tend to cause even greater damage to the frames.  The option of upgrading to laminated or wired glass was also discarded since this would also be more expensive for both the material and the required redesign of the front of the board. Cllr Sykes proposed to proceed with simple re-instatement at an estimated cost of £112.00, seconded by Cllr Quirk and agreed by all.  It was also noted that Mr Turner had volunteered to re-install the doors and retreat the entire notice board at a cost restricted to materials only. The Chair proposed that this offer and the costs should be accepted and that the Councils thanks be conveyed to John Turner for his public spirited help:  this was agreed by all.   
7.2
Upper Chute Bus Shelter.   Cllr Quirk confirmed that he had recently discovered that two of the back wall boards had been forced out. He had  replaced these, and in response to the Chair’s offer, declined to accept any recompense.   All expressed their thanks for his help.


ITEM  8 :  COMMUNITY CLEANSING GRANT/YOUTH INITIATIVE
8.1
The Clerk indicated that £53.19 of the grant was still available for the proposed youth involvement initiative.  The Chair advised that he and Cllr Withers would be meeting again shortly to try to develop the proposal to involve young people in efforts to maintain the condition of the bus shelter at Upper Chute. Action : Chair & Cllr Withers.
 ITEM  9 :  SURVEY OF PARISH WELLS
9.1
The Chair advised that the specialist Chartered Surveyors were expected to carry out the assessment of structure and condition of the two Parish wells within the next two weeks.
ITEM  10 :  
AMBULANCE DELAY &  RESIDENCE LOCATION DATA 
10.1
The Chair stated that due to absence on business he had not been able to review the accuracy of the WAS provided data-base but hoped to examine it soon. Action : Chair
ITEM  11 :  GRITTING OF PARISH ROADS – REVIEW OF WCC POLICY
11.1
The Clerk read his submission to WCC (based on the map provided by Cllr Sykes) seeking an extension to the current service – the interim response from WCC  - and his further letter dated 14 February.  WCC had agreed to take account of Members’ concerns in a forthcoming review of the gritting/salting routes.  All agreed that progress was satisfactory and that the matter should be kept under review. Action : Clerk
ITEM  12 :  FINANCE
12.1
The Chair drew attention to the following liabilities which had been accepted by Members and for which cheques had necessarily been issued since the last meeting. He asked for specific approval of  the payments to satisfy audit. Cllr Falla proposed the training day fee of £25.00, seconded by Cllr Sykes: Cllr Sykes proposed the Land Registry fee of £4.00, seconded by Cllr Harker : both were agreed by all.

12.2
The Chair then drew attention to a charge of £55.00 by KDC for the Parish amenity skip provided in January.  Although not on the agenda, the liability had been previously accepted and he felt that confirmation for audit was appropriate. Cllr Sykes proposed approval, seconded by Cllr Falla, and agreed by all.
ITEM  13 :  PLANNING APPLICATIONS
13.1
The Clerk read the following  record of actions since the last meeting:_

53108/F  Wild Winds Upper Chute, replacement dwelling. PC support conditional. Refused by KDC.
53400/F  Land opposite JImila, Erection of house.  PC Support conditional.
53526/RM  West Limmer Barn, Barn, cabin & manege. No objection by PC. 

53520/F  Cross Keys, alterations & add 4 letting rooms.  No objection by PC.
53604/F  Longwiew, Upper Chute,  Replacement dwelling.  No objection by PC.

53627/Tr  Cross Keys.  Remove walnut tree.  No objection by PC.

53681/Tr  St Nicolas Church.  Remove two conifers.  Under consideration by PC.
13.2
Some discussion then took place on the procedures for considering planning applications and it was decided that this should be considered by all and an opportunity made to consider change at a future meeting
Agenda action : Clerk
ITEM  14 :
ALLOTMENTS/’LONGVIEW’ BOUNDARY
14.1
The Chair advised that he, accompanied by the Clerk, had met Mrs Mustey, owner of Longview, on the previous day and had provided her with a copy of the plan which supports the Council’s land certificate for the allotment area. It was noted that Mrs Mustey was seeking planning approval for a replacement dwelling and this would involve removal of the outbuildings on, and abutting, her side of the common boundary with the allotments and the erection of a boundary fence. These actions would probably also be her objective to achieve an increase in privacy from the allotment area.  The Council’s position remained as in Item 15.1 of the minutes of the meeting on 12th January.  No commitment had been made and any action would await any formal approach from Mrs Mustey or her agents.  
ITEM  15 :  MEMBERS’ SPECIAL INTERESTS
16.1
The following changes were agreed to Members’ special interests.  Cllr Falla to be nominated for Web-site matters and Youth Facilities – on the latter he would liaise particularly with Cllr Withers in her interest in ‘Young People’.   Cllr Quirk to be nominated for Village Hall matters and Footpaths/Rights of Way. The Clerk would delay re-publication pending resolution of the current casual vacancy.  
16.2
The Chair then proposed that the Council should be prepared to formally define key objectives for the coming year and asked if Members would try to define any such objectives in time for the Annual Meeting of the Parish Council in May :  all agreed to this.  Action : All Members
ITEM  16 :
YOUTH LEISURE/PLAY FACILITIES
16.1
The Chair revisited the position taken by the Council at their meeting on 29th July 2004 when the last initiative (involving a proposed land swap) had failed. It was agreed by all that the need for a facility of some kind at Upper Chute in particular still existed.  Cllr Falla introduced a 1st steps Outline Plan for discussion. It was emphasised that this did not require acceptance but was simply a means of clarifying the options for progress which might be open to the Council.  The merits of the document and Cllr Falla’s efforts were applauded by all.  It was agreed that progress, including community consultation, should not be considered until possible availability of land was explored. Further that, in this context, the option of pursuing any case for a Youth Club and that for a ‘Play Area’ individually should be recognised. 
ITEM  17 :
BEST KEPT VILLAGE COMPETITION
17.1
The CPRE invitation to participate was discussed: it was noted that there was no known history of participation by the Chute villages. It was agreed that, although the Council would support in principle any activity which tended to enhance community spirit, this was not a function for the Parish Council.  After discussion it was agreed to pass the detail of the competition to the Gardening Club to see if they were interested in taking a lead on this.  Action : Cllr Quirk
ITEM  18 :  ANY OTHER BUSINESS
18.1
Leaves/mud encroachment on some roads.  There had been reports of a significant increase and associated hazard on already narrow roads. The Clerk had failed to find a big problem in one reported area but undertook to seek help from KDC if Members would report any specific problem areas. Action : All
18.2
Selection of Web-site.    Cllr Falla reported that his initial reactions to the new Community First site were that it did not provide a good solution to the needs already discussed and agreed by Members. It was noted that it would be prudent to look also at other options:  Cllr Falla would continue his investigations and report at a the next meeting.  Agenda action : Clerk
18.3
Speeding  Members attention was drawn to an anonymous message complaining about speeding in the 30 mph areas of the Parish.  The concern was understood and it was understood that this would be mentioned in the next issue of the Chronicle.
18.4





































Next Meeting and Close  - The Chair noted that the next Council meeting was scheduled for 16th March 2006 and, there being no further business, closed the meeting.
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Dated


